
Grade 9 Honors English I
Mrs. Mayo
Summer reading 2021

Welcome to Honors English I.  For your summer reading assignment this year, you will be reading and
responding to critical reading questions on The Giver by Lois Lowry and Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch
Albom. Type your analytical responses to the guided reading questions on a Google doc (the responses for
each book should be a separate doc); paper copies will need to be turned in when the assignments are due.
Be sure to have textual evidence (i.e. specific quotes AND page numbers) for each question along with
your own analysis.

At the start of the school year we will be discussing these texts, and a major assignment will be given based
on each of these literary works during the first term. Failure to read and complete the above assignment
will have a major impact on your 1st term grade. Successful completion of this assignment will ensure
that you begin the year on a positive note.  The rubric for these responses is attached.

Assignment #1
The Giver (fiction selection)

- Responses to questions are due on the first day of school-Quiz grade
- We will spend approximately 2 weeks on this unit

“The Giver is a gripping story that draws the reader into a unique world with disturbingly close echoes of our
own. It asks deep and penetrating questions about how we live together in a society.

What must we give up, for example, in order to live in peace? How much should the individual lose of himself or
herself for the collective good? Can we ignore and minimize pain in our lives--both physical and emotional--to
live happier existences?”  (http://theliterarylink.com/giver_lessons.html). This novel will force you to think about elements of
our society that you may have never thought about before.  Keep these questions in the back of your mind as
you read.

Guided questions for The Giver: As you read, pay careful attention to the following questions.  Be
sure to support your answers with evidence from the book, citing specific textual examples and page
numbers. Don’t simply give me plot summaries in these responses - I already know what happens in
the book.  ANALYZE and use relevant textual evidence to prove your points.  Each response must be
limited to one typed page (I actually prefer ½ page typed per answer).

A. How does Jonas’s character change/develop over the course of the novel? Cite specific textual
evidence in your response.

B.   Do any characters demonstrate the traits of a hero? How and when? Cite specific textual evidence
in your response.

C.  How does this book help us as readers to better understand our own world? (I’m looking for a theme
here, which needs to be written as a sentence; a theme is never just a word or phrase.)  What lesson is
Lowry teaching us about how we as people live and behave?)

(These are the essential themes for Honors English I.  As you read, pay close attention to these ideas and try to figure out
why the author, Lois Lowry, has included these topics in the novel.  What is she saying about each?  What messages is she
trying to get across to her readers? )

http://theliterarylink.com/giver_lessons.html)


Assignment #2
Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom (nonfiction selection)

- Responses to questions are due in early September (exact date tbd when we return)—Quiz grade
- We will cover this book after we finish The Giver.

Guided questions for Tuesdays with Morrie: As you read, pay careful attention to the following
questions.  Be sure to support your answers with evidence from the book, citing specific textual
examples and page numbers. Don’t simply give me plot summaries in these responses - I already know
what happens in the book.  ANALYZE and use relevant textual evidence to prove your points.  Each
response must be limited to one typed page (I actually prefer ½ page typed per answer).

1. What are the important life lessons (themes) that Morrie teaches?  (Focus on what he
teaches Mitch about living, not necessarily dying.) Cite specific textual examples.

2. Trace Mitch’s character throughout the novel. Does he change?  If so, what causes this
change?  Cite specific textual examples that signify this change.

3. Make connections between the themes in Tuesdays with Morrie and The Giver.  How do
the authors convey similar messages?  What are these messages?

RUBRIC FOR GUIDED QUESTION RESPONSES

3. EXEMPLARY
The student writes meaningful responses by selecting relevant textual evidence that is thoroughly
explained. The responses demonstrate critical analysis with no plot summary.

2. PROFICIENT
The student writes responses that are relevant and acceptable. The responses are not as thorough as
exemplary responses are and may be based more on plot summary or general/surface analysis than critical
analysis.

1. NEEDS IMPROVEMENT
The student demonstrates little evidence of active reading or critical analysis. Responses are primarily plot
summary instead of analysis.

0. UNSATISFACTORY
The student does not complete the assignment.


